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BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Mr Chairman and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year 


1959 


I commenced my appointment eas your Medical Officer of Health 
on April ist 1959 and I also hold the appointment of ‘iedical 
Officer of Health for Ashburton Urban District, Totnes Borough 
and Totnes Rural District together with the appointment as 
Assistant County Medical Officer for Devon County Council. 


im presenting this report I have attempted to give a brief 
account of the work carried out by the Public Health Department 
and the problems that have been dealt with during the year. 
During the first few months of my appointment I found it 
necessary to accumulate a vast amount of "local knowledge" before 
i could fully appreciate the environmental problems arising in 
the district. 


The estimated population has fallen by 10 to 2,460. The 
birth rate has risen from 14.09 (1958) to 14.3. The death rate 
has fallen from 11.69 (1958) to 11.2. 


36 deaths occurred and diseases of the heart and 
circulation were responsible for 50% of the deaths whilst 
25% of the deaths were caused by malignant neoplasms. 


98 infectious diseases were notified during the year 
compared with only 6 in the previous year. This increase was 
mainly due to an outbreak of measles during Januarye Once again 
there were no notifications of food poisoning or dysenterye 


In August, due to the drought, it was found necessary to 
restmict the use of water in the district. At that time 
100,000 gallons of water were being used every 24 hours and in 
the same period only 95,000 gallons were entering the storage 
reservoir. The water supply for the district was otherwise 
adequate in guantity and always satisfactory in quality. 


The refuse tip at Bakerspitts has continued to prove 
adequate, but it must be realised that, unless properly 
controlled tipping is carried out, the possibility of occasional 
nuisances arising from flies, rodents or noxious odours will 
always be a renl one. 


The Slaughterhouses Hygiene Regulations and the Slaughter of 
Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations came into force at 
the beginning of the year, and visits wers made to the 
Slaughterhouses to advise on the requirements of these 
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Obviously the standards 6&f slaughterhouses will be improved by the 
introduction of such regulations, whilst the legislation for the 
control of slaughter of animals marks a new step in this field. 
The repeal of the Staining and Sterilisation Regulations in 
respect of unfit meat was, in my opinion, regrettable. 


Much attention was centred on caravans throughout the year 
and, following upon the report presented to Parliament on 
"Caravans as Homes", I think new legislation will very shortly be 
introduced in respect of caravans and caravan sites. The report 
= presented to the Public Health Committee on caravans during the 
Summer of 1959 stressed the defects of the existing legislation on 
this subject. 


Another subject which occupied a large amount of attention 
was food hygiene. A summary of the 1955 Food Hygiene Regulations 
Was prepared and sent to the occupiers of all the food premises 
Gm the Gistrict. Visits were made to these premises at v>rious 
Beamer eeurine the year and I am still concerned that a high 
proportion of the temporary food handlers are never made aware 
of the requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations. 


Towards the end of the year many houses were inspected with a 
view to ascertaining the presence of housing defects which might 
Seueeee mouse FO be unfit for human habitation. It is pleasing 
to note that an informal approach was invariably successful in 
persuading owners to remedy such defects as were discovered. 
Public Health is linked with many of the functions of a local 
autnority and it is not surprising, therefore, that I have 
maintained a considerable interest in Council houses and the 
applications of persons requiring such accommodation. Unfit 
existing accommodation is often a factor when apply for a Council 
Rouse ame . uiough it desirable to visit such applicants in order 
to assess the degree of unfitness, to decide whether the defects 
could be remedied under the Public Health or Housing Acts and to 
correlate the degree of unfitness with that claimed by other 
Council house applicants living in unfit accommodatione 

int Ormacion Obtained from such visits can be of extreme value 
wnenever the allocation of Council houses has to be considered. 


Boeing. on a personal note I would like to thank the-staff of 
Sue vero Paserict Council for their advice and help during the 
year ana particularly to Mr Allen in his dual capacity as 
Surveyor and Public Health Inspector. 
IT an, 
Mr Chairman and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
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i.T. Hunte 
-2-— Medical Officer of Health. 
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BUCKFY.STLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT 
HEALTH COMMITTER 


IRMAN = Councillor R.T. Willcoxe 
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BeLe Carnee 
Selene HUNts 
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PUBLIC HEALTH STAEF 


DICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
FeT.e Hunt, MB, BS., MRCS., LRCP., DPH., DIHe, 
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BLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
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BLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
Council Offices, 
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Medical Department, 
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SECTION Ae 
STATISTICS 


The statistics in this report have been compiled from 
information obtained from a number of sources througheut the year:- 


le General Statistics. 


rea e@eeereoe eee e000 o27e09e@eo0eeeeeveoee@8e2o7e25709707009 089270500080 
EMS FIOUGCS Seas cseccescccecsccvescccace 
PeeWee (DY GE COUNCIL escosscs. ceccccvcececns 
Council dwellings | Ohl ty thousand of population Oe ee 
ene abet P11 1959) scscacesvesscecencecce 
Estimated product Pte OGC pack Gabsesecceccccceansced 


Qe Vital Statistics 
Estimated mid year population Cece eeeer0er7092707070720 000 


Births 


DUEEEEEUEEEET Big Blw's coscccecscescsecceccesscercceeeteceuce 
Reemeeemnm Pate per thousand population .ccesccscevces 
et eeerce Live births per cent of total live births 
Still births @eoseescoeeoeeonoetcseeageoeeg0eg0c08 00797 F00 808 F700 KFT eH HE BK8THFHB Se 
Stihl birth rate per thousand population eeecccecevoen 


Seats Oircn rate per thousand total live and still births 


Total live and Si births @eecoeooeseoe0ae00c?cosoo@eoeoeckoend 88086 @ 
Crude birth rate per thousand population cesecsccescvee 
Corrected Birth Rate per thousand population eececceee 


Infant mortality rates 

Total infant deaths per thousand total live births ee. 

Legitimate infant deaths per thousand legitimate live 
births e ooo e@ 


Tilegitimate infant deaths per thousand illegitimate live 


births @ee0000 


Deaths under 4 weeks per thousand total live births {neo 
natal Mortality rate) t.l. 


Deachs under 1 week yer thousand total live births 


(early neo-natal Mortality rate) ee. 


Still births and deaths under 1 week combined per 
thousand total live and still births 


(peri-natal Mortality rate) cceccecccceces 


Maternal Mortality Rate 


1,365 acres 
860 
283 
Pils, 6 


Bow pelea 
£136 


2,460 


335 


No deaths occurred due to childbirth, pregnancy or abortions 
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Deaths 
Total deaths oeo@eeoeeeeweoeeoeeoeeeesese @eeeeereseoesve@eseaenoeasond 36 
Crude death rate per thousand population e@eoeeeereoecerre0 1Lhs 6 
Corrected death rate per thousand population ececcescee 1i.2 
3e Classification of Deaths 

Male Female Totax 


loo 


Tuberculosis (other than respiratory) a 
Malignan&® neoplasm , stomach 1 
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus - 
Malignant neoplasm, breast 

Malignant neoplasm, uterus 

Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms 
Vascular lesions of nervous system 
Coronary disease, angina 

Hypertension with heart disease 

Other heart disease 

Other circulatory disease 

Pneumonia 

Nephritis and nephrosis - 
Other defined and ill-defined diseases 35 

Motor vehicle accidents Nil Ni 
All other accidents a 
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Total 18 18 


Ww 
Ov 


It will be seen that the estimated Mid Year Population fell 
by 10 compared with 1958. 


29 live births (15 males and 14 females) were registered and 
one still birth occurred. The Corrected Birth Rate fell to 14.3. 


36 deaths occurred (18 males and 18 females) and the Corrected 
Death Rate fell slightly to 11.2. 
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SECTION By 
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES 


le Hospitals 


The Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital is situated in 
Ashburton under the management of the Torquay and District Hospital 
Management Committee. This is a general practitioner hospitaliwith 
15 mixed medical and surgical beds. 


Heepiceal Coverage for the district is also supplied by 
Newton Abbot Hospital amd Torbay Hospital. Maternity cases are 
admitted to Broomborough Hospital, Totnes. 


2e County Council Health Services 


Under the National Health Service Act 1946, the County Council 
provides the following services:- 


a) Domiciliary midwives. 
b Home nurséSe 

Health Visitors. 

Services for the care of expectant and nursing mothers and 
Smasoren under 5. 
Ambulance services. 
Vaccination and immunisation procedures. 
Domestic help services (home helps) 
Arrangements for the prevention of illness, the care of persons 
suffering from illness or mental defectiveness and the after 
care of such persons. 


moa HO 


A district nurse/midwife works in the district and there is 
Meee VaGitor available. A child welfare clinic is held every 
fortnight in Buckfastleigh and the home help service is organised 
peeeeeeeunoy Council, with the Health Visitor acting as the local 
organisere The ambulance service is operated by voluntary 
organisations, and ambulances are available at all time to convey 
peeeee wero are physically or mentally ill to hospitals, clinics 
etCe, 


3e Laboratory Services 


Bacteriological examinations of pathological specimens and 
Samples of milk, water and ice cream are carried out by either 
the Public Health Laboratory Service at Exeter, or the Public 
Health Laboratory Service at Plymouth. The chemical analysis of 
water and other samples is undertaken by Public Analysts in 
Exeter. 
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4. Tuberculin Testing Scheme (School Children) 


All children attending County Primary schools in the District 
mow receive as part of the general supervision of their health, 
a Special tuberculin skin test each year. This test may indicate 
if the child is suffering from, or hes suffered from tuberculosis. 
Such children are referred for further examination and, by this 


»means, carly cases of tuberculosis can be detected in the child or 


in the child's family. 


jee scheme has as its main object, the detection of previously 


mB unsuspected cases of tuberculosis, and the examination of the child 
@aives the lead for tracing the source of the infection in the 


communitye 
5e Removal of Old and Infirm Persons to Institutions 


Under Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 198, the 
Souncil May apply to a court for an order to remove to a suitable 
institution any persons who 


a) Are suffering from grave chronic disease, or being aged, infirm 
Or physically incapacitated, are living in insanitary conditions 
and 


b) Are unable to attend to themselves and are not receiving from 
other persons thorough care and attention. 


The National Assistance (Amendment) /.ct 1951, amended 
Section 47 of the 1948 ict, and enabled application for removal 
Of urgent cases to be made by the local authority or by the Medical 
Opficer of Health, if authorised by the Council to do so, without 
Pivaneg / Gays notice as previously required. 


Such application may be made cither to a court of “summary 
eemeeeieon , Or to a single Justice, on a certificate by the 
Medical Officer of Health and another registered medical practitioner. 


Detention orders made in respect of these urgent cases are 
limited to three weeks, and if it is necessary to extend this time, 
compliance must be made with the original requirements of Section 


This procedure is often resented by the person concerned and 
indeed the step is not initiated lightly. It is most essential 
that all means should be taken to persuade the person to go 
voluntarily to hospital or shelter and, on this account, it is 
essential that the Medical Officer of Health is called in early. 
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in this way, he can seek the help of various persons and 
Organisations and, given sufficient time, the statutory procedure 
is very rarely necessarye 


ame medtceal Officer of Health is called in at a late 
Stage he has not sufficient time or opportunity to help the 
patient, and is then only of value in applying his signature to 
a document. 


Murame the vcar it was not found necessary to resort to 
Section 47 procedure. 
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SECTION Cs 


PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES _ 


1. Notifiable disenses 


The incidence of notifiable discases is given in tables 1 and 2. 


Table 1s 
Total Under 2 ts. is 5- be (225=. Over 65 
90 si 38 51 Es = a 
rlet Fever y - 3 1 = = = 
oping Cough Ai EE ~ - - - - 
erculosis 
spiratory) 5 - - 3 = 3 = 
Table 2. 
Incidence by Quarters 
90 86 h = me 
rlet Fever 4 - = = hh 
oping Cough 1 Af a = = 
erculosis 
spiratory) 3 1 2 = - 


a) Measles - an outbreak of measles occurred during January with 
86 of ths 90 cases being notified. The majority of the cases 
were children under the age of 10. 


b) Scarlet Fever - 4 cases were notified during the yeor, all being 
young children. Scarlet Fever is now a relatively benign 

infection and its notification value is such thot it gives a rough 
indication of the onset of streptoccocal infections present as a 
whole in the district. 


oe 


¢) Whooping cough - only 1 case was notified. Whooping cough 
immunisation has greatly reduced the incidence of this disease 
and, ¢ven when the disease does occur in the inmaunised it is so 
modified that diagnosis is often difficult. 


d) Tuberculosis - There were 3 cases of respiratory tuberculosis 
notified during the year - 2 females and 1 male. No action was 
taken under Section 172 of the Public Health Act relating to 
compulsory removal to hospital of persons suffering from tuberculosis 
Nor was any action taken under the 1925 Public Health (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations relating to persons suffering from pulmonary 
tuberculosis employed in the milk trade. 


€) Food poisoning - no cases of food poisoning were notified 
during the year. 


2. Other disenses 


During July a number of young children suffered from gastro 
enteritis on the Glebelands estate. Investigation and enquiries 
seemed to indicate that this was an outbreak of Sonne dysentery, 
but no such organisms were ever isolated from any of the affected 
persons. Preventive measures were instituted and the outbreak 
soon came to an end. 


3. Immunisation and Vaccination 


Vaccination and immunisation is available to give protection 
against such diseases as smallpox, poliomyelitis, whooping cough, 
G@iphtheria, tetanus and tuberculosis. Immunisation and vaccination 
Bem ee Carried out by local medical practitioners;also, under the 
even County Council scheme, sessions are carried out at local 
Benoo1s and the local infant welfare clinic. 


he Authentification of International Certificates. 


In order to prevent the spread of infectious disenses, several 
countries require that visitors should be vaccinated or 
amor uloeeca against specified diseases. International certificates 
have now been prescribed for smallpox, yellow fever and cholera. 
eeeeomorctca by the medical practitioner these certificates must 
_eetentLocated by the Medical Officer of Health. It is the 
PeepoeneroOility of travellers to see that international certificates 
Seewee@crnmavion are available both for their family practitioner to 
Samed the Medical Officer of Health to authenticate. These 
certificates should be obtained by the travel agency organising 
See anmgividuals journcy. It is not the responsibility of local 
authorities to provide these document. 
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SECTION De 
SaneeaRyY CONDITIONS IN THER AREA 
1. Water 


Upland surtace water is collected on Dartmoor and reaches 
Smiergseuric. by Sravity from a large storage reservoire The 
Beeer tere lorinaced and hardened by passing over soda ash, as 
the raw water is plumbo-solvent. 


Beew@eemeciay 15 SulTticient for the needs of the community, 
Ree @estricL10n Was placed on the usage during a period of the 
summer months due to the drought. 


Seeweeriyecicmicnl analyses of the water were made and found 
Pe ete TOrmal limits. Bacteriological examination of 
Water Samoles taken throughout the year were always found to be 
satisfactory. 


@s  Hetuse collection and disposa 


Oiere 16 42 Weekly refuse collection and waste paper is 
G@omseetca Cyery 2 weeks. The tip is a disused quarry situated 
wens sewey trom the town. Whilst controlled tipping is not 
Beweremraus, cvery cifort has been made to avoid nuisances 
arising at the tip. 


3e Sewage disposal 


The sewnge works at Kilbury has now been in use since 1958 
and it has been designed to deal with a total dry weather flow 
of 450,000 gallons. The flow to the works is the combined 
domestic flow of the Urban Districts of Buckfastleigh and 
Ashburton, together with the trade waste flow from two spinning 
Baeeeeona 2 telmongery.. During the yeor, the installation of 
balancing equipment at these traJe premises has been of assistance 
in Obtaining = reasonable final effluent from the sewage works. 
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4e Factories — Inspections made under the Factories Act 1937 


EN 2 ES RY EE RS Cerra ke Sn re eee =. 


er eer 


Number on Number of Occupiers 
register written prosecuted 
notices 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 


SS RE Ee 


Premises 
Inspeetions 


Factories in which 

maons 1,2,5,4 and 

are to be 

orced by Local 

horities 2h 2h Nil Wad 


Factories not 

sluded in (1) in 

ch Section 7 is 

Forced by the 

bal Authority 2 2 Nil Wil 


Other premises 

which Section 7 

enforced by the 

tal Authority 

luding out- 

ers premises) Nil Nil Nil Nil 


a 


Total 26 26 Nil Nil 


A A A OE RAE TE EERE A SE ES ee eee ee eee 


No defects were found at any of the premises. 


5. Slaughterhousss 


There are two slaughterhouses in the district and 130 visits 
were made to these premises during the year. 

It is pleasing to report that 100% meat inspection was 
earried out after slaughter. There is, of course, no statutory 
Obligation on local authorities to ensure that all the meat 
prepared in their arens is inspected. 
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Steers & Cows Calves Sheep & Pigs 
Heifers Lambs 


killed 204, Nil 6 615 72 


inspected 204 ~ 6 6l5 (2 


carenses 


demned due to 
ease Nil - Nil a Nil 
ases of which Liver & 
© part or lungs. 
was condemned i.bscesses 
to disease. & Flukes.e 
Exact No ° 
not 
recorded = Nil Nae Nil 
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| The Slaughterhouses (Hygiene) Regulations 1958 and the 

' Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations 1958 came 

into force on the first day of 1959. In the case of existing 
Slaughterhouses, the regulations relating to construction and 
Gquipment are not yet in force but will commence to operate ata 
future date. 


Visits were mode to the slaughterhouses to give advice on 
the regulstions which are not in force, end it is obvious that 
the standard of slsughterhouses will be improved as a result of 
these regulstions. 


Meat unfit for human consumption 


It was regretted th-t the Staining and Sterilisation Regulatioas 
did not come into force on April lst 1959, as was intended. 
These regulations were devised to ensure that any meat unfit for 
human consumption should be sterilised and stained, thus making 
4t fit for onimal consumption. Unfortunately the regulations 
have now been repealed. 


Licenced slaughtermen 


| Nunber of new licences granted in 1959 Nil 
) Number of licences renewed in 1959 10 
Number of licences in operation at end of year LO 


| 


Pa eee 
6. Petroleum (Regulations) ‘ct 1928-1936 


9 licences were issued to store petroleum under these regulations. 
Ye Disinfection and Disinfestation 


5 premises were disinfested following infectious disease 
and one dwelling house was disinfested. 


8. Pest and Rodent Control | 


Under the prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949, this local 
authority has an obligation to ensure that, as far as is 
practicable, the area is kept free from rats or micee For this 
purpose frequent inspections are necessary, and, in addition, 
Semeneers Ot Jand are required to give notice to the local 
Buene@raty Wonenever it comes to their knowledge that rats or mice 
are present on the land in substantial numbers. In the ense of 
feemeremiscs, the notification must be made to the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 


Memes unc Act, the local authority may serve on the owner 
——Omaier Of any land, notice requiring him to take steps for 
Seeeeee@argcu.On Of rats or mice on the land and may also require 
Beewearrying out of any structural repairs or any other works. If 
Buem@eeeml@sice iS not complied with, then the local authority 
May carry Out the destruction of the pests and recover the 
mecessary expense from the persons concerned. 


Me rodent Operator works on a part-time basis for this 
Suunority and regular treatment is carried out on the refuse tipse 
Tese Daiting is carricd out in the sewerage system, and the 
Operator visits private and business premises in order to destroy 
pests. No charge is made by the local authority for services 
Seeeiedeou,s gt private dwelling houses. This concession is of 
Considerable value as it ensures that householders are not 
Geterred in reporting the presence of pests on account of the 
financial sum which would be involved in treating their premises. 


9. Carcvens 
There are two licensed caravan sites in the district and one 
of them is owned by the Counci@. Conditions at these sites were 
Satisfactory during the year. 
There is always a great variation in standards found on 
caravan sites, and minimal standards are necessary both for the 
sites and the individual caravans. 


The dangers to the health of families living permanently in 
caravans are genernlly those associated with overcrowding and 
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Shortage of space. Difficulties often arise when infectious 
disease occurs, or when servious illness makes separation of the 
residents desirable. The use of a caravan as a permanent home 
for a family with several young children is unsatisfactory. 


10. Swimming Pool 


The Swimming pool has a capacity of 59,100 gallons. This 
water is obtained from an upland surface source on Dartmoor and 
Gnters the pool unheated. The water is chlorinated daily by 
Nand and is changed at least once weekly. Bacteriological tests 
of the water, and estimates of the chlorine content, were found 
to be satisfactory throughout the year. 


Seeeenetalaacion Of a foot bath was recommended following 
am inspection of the swimming p.ol during the early months of 
the year. 


Jie Visits and inspections made during the year 


Visits to dwelling houses 55 
Visits to food premises Le 
Visits to slaughterhouses AlN @) 
Visits to factories 26 
Visits to caravans 16 
Drainage inspections 60 
Visits made following complaints 91 
Miscellaneous visits 79 
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SECTION KE. 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


ae - POOR premises and food hygiene 


There were 41 food premises operating in the area. This 
number was made up of 9 cafes and canteens, 6 hotels and guest 
houses, 5 dairies and 23 retail food premises. 


Durane July and August the majority of these food premises 
Nemee@wiscieca ana savice was given on the requirements of the Food 
Byesene Regulations. Further visits were made to a selected 
mumber Of premises during the following months. The standard of 
the premises was generally good but the following observations 
were frequently made:- 


a) The vast majority of the food handlers were unaware that they 
should inform the occupier (or, in certain circumstances, the 
owner) of the food premises if they were suffering from, or a 
Carrier of typhoid fever, para-typhoid fever, Salmonella infection, 
dysentery or any staphyloccocal infection likely to cause food 
poisoning. Similarly the occupiers or owners were not aware thot 
such information should then be passed on to the Medical Officer of 
Health. 


b) There were still food handlers who did not cover open cuts or 
abrasions with water-proof dressings. 


©) Parst aid boxes were often in inaccessible places or even 
absent. 


d) In many premises there was no clearly legible notice requesting 
users to wash their hands after using the sanitary convenience. 


ge Untit Food 


The amount of unsuitable food suvrendered or condemned was as 
follows:- 


ey Lbs of fruit 
1h0 lbs of tinned meat. 


Meat inspected at slaughterhouses has not been included in 
these figures. 
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SECTION F, 


HOUSING 
1. General information 
DOemmeemoem Or GWelling houses in districtececscsecsas 22860 


Seeeetmemer Of GOWellings owned by the Councile.scccecccsseee 23 
DOeGe ENOL Visits FO Gwelling NouSeS..coscescoerce0eeree 55 


7 unfit houses were demolished and 7 families consisting of 16 
people were displaced. 


15 unftait houses were closed and 135 families consisting of 27 
persons were displaced. 


2 houses Were made fit after formal action by the local authority. 


Clearance Aresns 


No clearance areas were declared during the year. 
Two clearance arcas were confirmed in 1959. 


2e Housing (Underground Rooms) Act 1959. 


[eeeenes cane into force in January 1959 and its purpose was to 
restore to the local authorities a simple and quick means of 
closing unhealthy underground rooms. 


5e Rehousing on Medical Grounds 


During the year 7/7 persons were visited who considered that 
Sewers Pe Given Some priority in respect of Council house 
Beeeeretom, Of account of either unfit existing accommodation, or 
the presence of illness or disability in the applicant's household. 
Ree eee@es 2b Was considered that some priority should be given 
Beene at1On Of a Council house, and these facts were 
submitted to the Council. 


iD Rave always been concerned with the following factors:- 


x Unfit housing which might be injurious to health. 
2 Iii health or dissbility which would be improved by rehousing. 


_memame thie first factor, preference in respect of unfit 
housing conditions should be made in such a way that healthy 
families will be rehoused as a preventive measure and unhealthy 
Pemeeeee Wiel De rehoused in order to obtain both curative and 
preventive benefits. Whenever possible, sanitary defects and 
Gisrscpair present in the unfit houses should be dealt with under 
tne Housing or Public Health Acts. 


In respect of the second factor, when ill health or disability 
is present the existing housing accommodation must be prejudicial 
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Seeeeereacer extent than in the case of a healthy individual. In 
Seanc2on, rehousing in alternative accommodation should be of 
Denerie tO the applicant. [It is necessary, therefore, to equate 
a person's illness or disability with his existing housing 
accommodstion, with the possible alternative accommodation 
available and with the claim of other persons on the housing 
liste 


he Housing improvement grants 


The House Purchase and Housing Act 1959 together with the 
1958 Housing (Financial Provisions) /ict has helped the owners of 
Ola houses to bring them up to date with modern amenities. There 
are now two kinds of grant:- 


a) Standard Grant 
b) Discretionary Grant. 


The Standard Grant is available towards the cost of improving 
@ mouse Woicen lacks certain amenities such as a bath or shower, 
Seweewemenae basin, water closet, a hot water supply and a food 
Stores 9'nis grant is a new form of improvement grant, and can be 
Seeemea ee 2 raght providing the conditions of payment are 
satisfied. 


A Diseretionary Grant is payable for a wider range and more 
extensive form of improvement, but payment of such a grant is at 
the diseretion of the local authority. 


Smeemeetature it will be interesting to see how great a part 
the grants play in the improvement of unsatisfactory dwellings. 
During the few months that they have been available it would seem 

eee en very SMall proportion of persons eligible for these 
grants have made use of them. 
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IN RESPECT OF THE 


Premises 


Factories in which 
bections 1,2,3,4 and 6 
ire to be anforced by 
ocal Authorities 


Factories not 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HBALTH 
YuAR 1959 FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT 
OF BUCKFASTLEIGH IN THE COUNTY OF DEVON 


Prescribed Particulars on the ‘dministration 
Of tie Pactorics ict, 1957 


PAR, OF THE -ACT 


fs INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health. 


Number of age 
Written 


Number on 
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register Inspections Occupiers 
notices prosecuted 
(2) (3) 
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